Comma Rules

Rule 3:  An interrupter is a word or phrase that disrupts the flow of thought in a sentence.  It is located towards the middle of the sentence.  Taking the interrupter out of the sentence would still leave a complete thought.  Place a comma before and after all interrupters.

Examples:  I will, of course, be on time.


       This bike, however, is in better condition than that one.

Words or Phrases often used as interrupters:

as a matter of fact

therefore

no


well

for example


furthermore

yes


after all

in my opinion


in fact


of course

moreover

for instance


nonetheless

by the way

I believe

on the other hand

nevertheless

I suppose

however

Exercise 4:

Punctuate the following sentences by adding commas where necessary.  Look for interrupters.  If no comma is needed, write “none” beside the sentence.

1. My brother as a matter of fact lives in Aspen during the winter months.

2. We should nevertheless get everything in top order.

3. Rochester for instance is known for its cool summers.

4. You are in my opinion the best person for the job.

5. You will by the way be held accountable for remembering these comma rules.

6. She is of course late for her Spanish class.

7. We decided to join the track team for the exercise.

8. Several of the hirers nevertheless made the trip in an hour despite the weather conditions.

9. The test results I believe will be posted tomorrow.

10. In slalom skiing of course you use only one ski.

Exercise 5:  Punctuate the following paragraph by adding commas where necessary.  Look for interrupters, introductory expressions and items in a series.  


Lewis M. Terman, an American psychologist, found many interesting facts about gifted people in his thirty-five-year study.  He found however that the general image most have of the gifted was not true.  This image consisted of the gifted being small in stature physically weak and book wormish “nerds.”  His study indicates on the other hand that the gifted were superior intellectually as well as physically socially emotionally and morally.  Gifted children walked earlier had fewer physical problems and had better posture.  When compared with the general population they had a low incidence of delinquency mental illness and alcoholism.  The gifted generally seemed to be more happily married to have fewer divorces and to have fewer offspring.  After studying Terman’s classic work one cannot help wondering what causes giftedness.

Rule 4: A nonessential phrase or clause is one that can be omitted without changing the meaning of the sentence.

Example:  Our farm, which is in southern Wisconsin, has only one old barn.

One type of a nonessential phrase is called an appositive. An appositive is a noun or noun phrase that is inserted into a sentence, usually right after another noun, renaming or identifying the first noun.  Place commas before and after nonessential phrases including appositives.

Examples:  Lynette Sims, the Marketing director, will be in town on Friday.


       Mary O’Rourke, a girl in my math class, won the junior marathon.

Exercise 6:  Punctuate the following sentences by adding commas where necessary.  Look for nonessential phrases and appositives.  If no comma is needed, write “none” beside the sentence.

1. Thomas Jefferson America’s third President pushed Congress to approve the purchase of the Louisiana Territory.

2. The Louisiana Purchase which added more than 800,000 square miles to United States territory cost $15 million.

3. Robert Livingston the American ambassador in Paris also played a role in the purchase.

4. Arthur Jones who appeared on the TV talk show developed Nautilus equipment.

5. Mr. Hamilton the bus driver got lost on the way to school.

6. The map which is in the glove compartment will help us find our way.

7. Count Dracula the famous vampire was the subject of a comedy.

8. The artist Dali created surrealistic paintings.

9. This radio station which plays my favorite songs has too many commercials.

10. King Arthur who lives in Camelot founded the Knights of the Round Table.

Exercise 7:  Punctuate the following paragraph by adding commas where necessary.  Look for nonessential phrases, appositives, interrupters, introductory expressions and items in a series.  

Thomas Edison one of the greatest inventors and industrial leaders in history changed the world with his inventions.  His most famous contributions include practical electric lighting the phonograph and improvements to the telegraph telephone and motion pictures.  When he created new or improved devices he made a variety of designs.  Early in his career Edison hired machine shop assistants to help him.  He wanted to see how others had solved mechanical electrical and chemical problems and then tried to improve upon their ideas. Within a few years he established a laboratory for inventing.  Armed with self-confidence and determination Edison overcame a number of technical and commercial failures.  He became world famous by his mid-30's and a millionaire by his mid-40's.  Today Edison's name and electric light bulb are worldwide symbols of bright ideas and technical creativity.

Rule 5:  Direct address means that you are talking directly to something or someone.  Use one or two commas, as necessary, to set off words of direct address.  Direct address may occur at the beginning, middle or end of a sentence.

Examples:  Mr. Taylor, please explain the history assignment again.


       Please, Mr. Taylor, explain the history assignment again.

 
       Please explain the history assignment again, Mr. Taylor.

Exercise 8: Punctuate the following sentences by adding commas where necessary.  Look for direct address.  If no comma is needed, write “none” beside the sentence.

1. Mr. Moore I’d like you to meet my mother.

2. Mary this is my best friend Laura.

3. When will dinner be ready Mom?

4. Close the window please Tom.

5. Just take the attendance roster on your way out Cindy.

6. Do I have to take the test Mrs. Hall?

7. Yes Stacey you are required to take the test today.

8. Iron those clothes Justin please.

9. Car don’t fail me now.

10. This dinner Dad would impress even the top chef at any major Chinese restaurant.

11. It is inappropriate students to swear in class.

12. Mom this is my boyfriend.

13. Mr. Arnold has scheduled the spring concert for April 13th.

14. Did Carlos call me Dad?

15. Carlos called two hours ago Chris.

Exercise 9:  Punctuate the following one-sided conversation/paragraph by adding commas where necessary. Look for example of direct address first, and then look for nonessential phrases, interrupters, items in a series, and introductory expressions. 

Students it is time to begin our first-grade class today.  Our lesson today is on simple addition.  Chris move back into your seat please.  You know nevertheless that you should be in your assigned seat by the bell.  Cheryl stop pinching Tom and pay attention to the lesson.  When you are adding two numbers together it is important to write them clearly and to line the numbers up correctly on your paper.  Yes Sherry you may sharpen your pencil.  No Joe you can’t go to the bathroom right now because we’re beginning today’s lesson.  Maria what is two plus five?  Yes that is correct.  Add eight plus three please Jennifer.  What is the answer?  No that is not quite right.  Look at it again Jennifer, and let’s see if Jeremy can determine the correct answer.  Yes Jeremy the answer is eleven.  Well the assignment today is to complete the work sheet that is being passed back to you.  Please raise your hand students if you need any help.  Yes Joe you may go to the restroom now.  The restroom is out the door around the corner and on the left side of the building.

Rule 6:  A compound sentence is two complete thoughts (simple sentences) connected by a conjunction; the most common are and, but, and or.  For, nor, yet, and so are also conjunctions.  An easy way to remember conjunctions is with the acronym F.A.N.B.O.Y.S.

In a compound sentence, place a comma before the conjunction unless both simple sentences are very short.

Examples:

Justin heard the bell, but he said nothing to the teacher.

I cleaned the house, and Joe washed the cars.

Are you in a hurry, or can you stop for some ice cream?

Sue swam and Jan sun-bathed.

Exercise 10: Punctuate the following sentences by adding commas where necessary.  Look for compound sentences.  If no comma is needed, write “none” beside the sentence.

1. The telephone rang at three in the morning but I did not answer it.

2. Lisa corrected the papers and turned them in to me.

3. We should not despise trivial loss nor should we despise trivial gain.
4. The coach drew a diagram and the players studied it.

5. There was an annoying noise in the car but we could not locate the cause.

6. His boots are already shinning yet he keeps rubbing them.

7. The movie was excellent but I didn’t enjoy waiting in the line one bit.

8. We stopped along the side of the road and ate our lunch.

9. Lori played the piano and Heather performed a Mexican folk dance.

10. We raked the leaves into neat piles but the wind blew them away.

11. Jenny brought lemonade but forgot the glasses.

12. I slept and she ate.

13.  The flowers are pretty to look at yet they cause me to sneeze.

14. We went to the state fair yesterday and spent the day.

15. Are you in a hurry or can you stop for some ice cream?

Rule 7:  Commas with Paired Adjectives
If two adjectives modify a noun in the same way, place a comma between the two adjectives.

Example:  The big, blue balloon floated away.


The fierce, cold air rushed into the room.

Hint:  a test to determine if a comma is needed is ask yourself

A. Can I replace the comma with the word “and”? 

B. Can I reverse the order of the adjectives and keep the same meaning?

Looking at the above examples, you can answer yes to both questions, so you know the comma is correct.  Now look at this example:


The former, overweight woman told us how she lost forty pounds.  

Ask yourself the test questions, is the comma correct?  If you said no, you are correct.  You cannot change the order of the two adjectives, so no comma is needed.

Exercise 11: Punctuate the following sentences by adding commas where necessary.  Look for adjective pairs.  If no comma is needed, write “none” beside the sentence.

1. We saw a happy lively poodle doing tricks in my neighbor’s yard.

2. A young golden retriever was being trained by its owner to fetch.

3. We enjoyed the clean crisp smell of the mountain air.

4. Beth bit into the sweet juicy apple.

5. The awkward shy teenager felt nervous about his first date.

6. When the team failed to score, the bored restless crowd began to boo.

7. Marina’s light blue dress fluttered in the breeze.

8. The gentle kind giant helped Jack climb back down the vine.

9. A strange fluttering bird was squawking in the tree.

10. The unpainted plain boards held the barn upright.

Rule 8 Addresses and Dates
When two or more items of an address or date appear right next to each other in a sentence, place a comma after each item.  However, there is no comma between the state and zip code.

Each of the following makes up one item only:

Wednesday

Raleigh

June 4


North Carolina

2014


Knightdale 27545

Valentine’s Day
United States of America

Examples:
His job in Raleigh, North Carolina was important and well-paying.
Jason’s home at 2482 Smith Street, Knightdale, North Carolina 27545, is for sale.

On May 27, 1995, I married the love of my life.

Exercise 12: Punctuate the following sentences by adding commas where necessary.  Look for dates and addresses.  If no comma is needed, write “none” beside the sentence.

1.  Address the card to 138 Maple Drive Portland Oregon 94031.

2. When did you visit your cousin in Nashville Tennessee?

3. August 21st is Mrs. Robert’s wedding anniversary.

4. June 18 1985 is when Kyle was born.

5. The baby ducks hatched on April 15 2010 on my parents’ farm.

6. The letter sent to 356 West Dove Drive Loganville George 31624 was returned to the sender.

7. July 4th is a national holiday.

8. On May 26 2020 Sherry plans to graduate from college.

9. Jessica was born at Rex Hospital on Thursday May 19 2012.

10. My sister’s birthday is December 12th  but my brother’s birthday is August 20th. 

Exercise 13: Punctuate the following sentences by adding commas where necessary. If no comma is needed, write “none” beside the sentence.

During my childhood I moved many times.  On July 2 1986 my family and I moved to El Paso Texas where my mother attended the nursing program at the university.  She attended all of her classes worked diligently and earned tremendous grades during her studies.  She graduated on June 2 1990 and we moved to Lubbock Texas where she got a job working for a small hospital.  However we moved again two years later because my mom got a better job in Dallas.  We stayed in Dallas for a little over two years and then we moved to Plainville Texas.  We lived in Plainville I believe for a year and a half but then my mom remarried on May 14 1996.  Consequently we moved again but this time we moved to a beautiful and spacious house in the country.  This move fortunately was to be our last move until I graduated from high school.  Yet through all of our relocations I met many wonderful people experienced many thrilling opportunities and proudly watched my mother grow and develop in her career as a nurse. 
