Of Mice and Men

English III

As you read the novel Of Mice and Men, you can choose to answer the study guide questions OR take a minimum of 20 sticky notes.  If you choose to answer the study guide questions, write your answers on a separate piece of paper.  Please note that the page numbers indicated on the study guide, may be different in your book.

Questions over pages 3-17 (Chapter 1) 
1. Describe main character #1. 
2. Describe main character #2. 
3. What kind of problem does Lennie have? 
4. Describe the relationship between George and Lennie.
5. Why does Lennie like mice so much?
6. Why did Aunt Clara stop giving Lennie mice? 
7. The two men use the line, “live off the fatta the lan’” quite frequently in this novel. Interpret this line. 
8.  What is George’s and Lennie’s dream?

9. What does George tell Lennie to do if he happens to get in trouble? 
10.  If you were to give this chapter a title, what would you name it and why?

Questions over pages 18-37 (Chapter 2)  
1. What are the full names of the two main characters?
3. Why does George and Lennie’s relationship draw suspicion? 
4.  Describe the characters we meet in this chapter: 


a.  the swamper (Candy)


b. Curly


c. Slim


d. Carlson


e. Curly’s wife

5. What do the other men think about Curly’s wife? 
6.  Who does George warn Lennie to stay away from?  Why? What do you think might happen?
7.  At the end of the chapter, what does Lennie get excited about?

8.  If you were to give this chapter a title, what would you give it and why?

Questions over pages 38-64 (Chapter 3) 
1. How do George and Lennie know each other? 
2. What happened to make George decide to quit being mean to Lennie? 
3. What’s the full story of why Lennie and George needed to leave Weed? 
4. What do we learn about Curly’s wife from the conversation between Whit and George?

5. Who is going to join George and Lennie to “live off the fatta the lan’”? What is he going to contribute? 
6. What does Candy fear about his future?

7. What is the story Slim told Curly to tell to anyone who wondered about his hand? 
8. What really happened to Curly’s hand? 
9. How does George explain Lenny’s reaction to the fight with Curly?

10.  What would you name the title of this chapter?  Why?

Questions over pages 65-81 (chapter 4)
1. Describe Crooks’s living situation.

2. Describe Crooks.

3. What does Crooks talk about that upsets Lennie so much?

4. How does Crooks react to Curly’s wife and what affect does this have on his decision to join in Candy’s and Lennie’s dreams?

5. Discuss “the rabbits,” the dream of a farm that George and Lennie share and repeat aloud. How does this story of “how things will be” function in a novel? What does it reveal about George, Lennie, and their relationship? 
6. What would you name the title of this chapter?  Why?

Questions over pages 82-96 (Chapter 5) 
 1.  What is the problem as this chapter begins?  What is Lennie’s reaction?
 2. What was Curly’s wife’s dream?
 3. What did Lennie end up doing to Curly’s wife, and how did it come to happen? 
4.  Who found Curly’s wife first? 
5. How does George hope the men will punish Lennie? 
6. What does Candy say that contrasts this (referring to #5)? 
7. Think about what Candy says to Curly’s wife after George leaves the barn. Based on that, deduce why Candy is so angry about this incident. 
8.  What would you name this chapter and why?

Questions over pages 97-105 (Chapter 6) 
1. Who/what did Lennie envision was talking to him while he hid in the brush?         What is significant about this?
2. Anytime Lennie did something that he wasn’t sure George would approve of, Lennie’s first thought is that George won’t let him tend the rabbits. Based on this, why do you think George continually reminded Lennie of his responsibility to the rabbits throughout this novel? 
3. What incident earlier in the book foreshadowed this conclusion?
4.  What title would you give for this chapter?  Why?

Final Reaction

Write a paragraph reaction to the ending.  What are your thoughts and opinions about how the novel ended?  Do you agree or disagree with George’s decision?  Why or why not?  What do you think will happen next? 

